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Abstract

The spatial development along the lines within urban networks tends to be neglected in urban design education

and ignored or rejected by spatial planners. The spatial and economic development along these lines (corridor

development) is an integral part of the network city with its own dynamics, functions and aesthetics. In the paper

this develo pm ent is  rega rded  as a s patia l expr ess ion of  the po stm odern org anisation  of pro duc tion and so ciety,

requiring new values for urban planning and design. The Frankfurt Rhein Main Region is one of Europe �s

economic core regions. The region is an example of a postmodern urban landscape containing both postfordist

prod uctio n indu stry an d pos tindustrial s ervic e/kn owledge e conom y. The  regio n fun ction s as  an ur ban  netw ork in

which not just the main commercial en cultural nodes are important but also the  �space of flows � gains

importance; the lines between the main nodes which house many of the dweller-commuters that work in the

(urban nodes of the) region and many of the postfordist and postindustrial production units. The region has

chosen an offensive strategy to deal with (inter)national competition, in which location politics en enhancement of

(spatial) quality of life play an important role. The major spatial strategy for the region focuses on the

development of the major urban nodes and a strictly planned and controlled growth of smaller towns and cities.

In the national planning documents of Bundesland Hessen -of which the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region is a

part-  the spatia l deve lopm ent a long in fra s tructural lin es is a ckn owledged and  prom oted , yet this  gets  ignor ed in

planning at the regional level which focuses on conservative and romantic ideals of the compactness of

settle me nts and the ope nness o f the la ndscape. Th e pap er aim s to desc ribe th e actual co rrido r-develop me nt in

the Frankfurt Rhein Main region as part of the region �s development as an urban network, focussing on changes

in planning, users and design. The corridor development is researched by using a Deleuzian vocabulary and

conceptual framework in order to analyse and describe the spatial processes in the region as a  �space of flows �

of people, money, data, goods, interests, etc. that clash, meet, mix and interfere and thereby shape the

landscape. Data are mainly collected through observation, interviews with researchers and planners and

compa rison of spatial plans (differing in time and s cale).

Introduction

The emergence of the  �network society � offers, as the title of this congress suggests a new context for planning.

This new context is the result of the intensivation of urban networks due to changes in organisation of production

and co nsum ption as re sult of cha nges in te chnolog y, mainly (data )transpo rt.

The spatial and economic consequences of these technological developments are an intensivation and renewal

of urban and global networks in which the posion of many individual cities and smaller countries has decreased

and a growing importance of regional urban networks, as part of larger networks, is notable.
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Exa mp les of  these reg ions  are th e Ra nds tad in  the N ethe rland s and  the F rank furt R hein M ain re gion in

Germany, as part of a greater international network that has been described as the well-known  �Blue Banana �

(image 1). In studies and plans concerning urban networks most of the attention goes out to the development of

the node s of thes e netwo rks an d the disp erse urb anisation b etween  those no des. 

Both in the Netherlands as in Germany the official spatial policy to this is trying to maintain  �compact cities �

com bined with  a rom anticised  notion of th e territory outs ide the cities; e mpty, sp atial and na tural. 

Besides this there are concepts and visions that focus (also) on the development of the space between the

nodes , such a s the  �Zwisch enstad t � (in-betwe en-city) of Sie verts or the   �Territorium city � of Corb oz.

Also there is an international tendency notable in spatial disciplines that concentrate on spatial development

along the lines in and between the urban networks, on corridors. Concepts and designs for spatial development

along  infras tructure a re pre sen t durin g the  who le history of u rban  plann ing an  desig n. (C ollins,  1959 ; W hebell

1969). Especially in the period starting with the industrial revolutions and the rise of modern(ist) organisation of

produc tion (fordism ) and tran sport (rail an d car) ide as for a linea r organis ation of urb an spa ce em erge.  

Familiar examples are the linear gardencity of Arturio Soria y Mata (image 2) and the schemes and designs for

linear industrial cities from Millutin (image 3) and Leonidov (image 4)

This paper howeve r focusses m ainly on the urbanisation along lines in the landscape - in the Germ an Frankfurt

Rhein Main Region - as develops withing the current postmodern organisation of society, stating that this type of

urbanisation (corridor development) is immanent to the postmodern phase of production and consumption.

Location of the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region

The G erm an Fed eration is divid ed into se veral hiera rchic (plan ning) levels : 

1. The Bund; federation

2. Länder; states of the federation

3. Planungsregionen; planning regions

4. Gemeinden; municipalities.

The region that is studied in this paper is the Region Frankfurt Rhein Main which is mainly situated in the

Bundesland Hessen.

The region is part of the urban and economically dominating zone that goes through Europe, the Blue Banana

(Bunet, 1989) (image 1)

The  Fran kfu rt Rh ein M ain R egion  is not  a clea rly bord ered  entity. T he bo rders of th e reg ion ap pear stre tcha ble

and subjective; governments, private an non-governmental organisations/institution, researchers etc. use

different definitions.

Governments use the borders of the planning regions and Bundeslanden, causing cities like Mainz, Wiesbaden

and Darmstadt not to belong to the region. Economic organisations/institutions such as the  �Wirtschaftsregion

Frankfurt Rhein Mainz) look at the economic forcefield and cooperations in the region and therefore do include

Wiesbaden, Mainz and sometimes Darmstadt.

Researchers try to study a multiplicity of economic, cultural, social, geographic etc. connections and (therefore)

use  even  diffe rent d efinitio ns am ong  them selve s. Es pec ially the d iffere nce  betw een  the p lanolo gic an d eco nom ic

entity of the region makes it difficult to develop an coherent and consequent vision on the (spatial) development

of the reg ion. 

In this  study the F rank furt R hein M ain re gion is  defin ed as  done  by the  Planungsver band Re gion R hein M ain

(PVFRM ) (a (s ub-) regio nal pla nning  authority) c om pleted with  othe r cities  that h ave a  stron g spa tio-ec onomic

and infra  structura l connec tion with this pa rt of the reg ion; this leads  to a com pletion of the  PVFR M defin ition with

tie cities of Darmstadt (in the south), Aschaffenburg and Hanau (in the east), Wiesbaden and Mainz (in the

west). This region forms an urbanised stretched zone along the rivers Rhein and Main and the highways A3 and

A66 together with the east-west orientated railways and a urbanized offshoot towards the south along the

A661/A67 and railways (image s 5 and 6).

In the  Planungsver band Fra nkfurt R hein M ain live  appr oxim ately 2 ,1 m jn people.  The  regio n as d efine d in this

case houses over 5,2 mjn. people on a surface of over 13.000 km2.  The main urban centres of the region

(Aschaffenburg, Darmstadt, Frankfurt, Mainz, Offenbach en Wiesbaden) together house little less than 30% of

the region s popu lation (1,5 m jn.) of whic h 644.00 0 live in Frank furt.
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Hypothesis 

Corridor development occurs as spatial expression of the postmodern organisation of production (postfordtist

indus trial production  and p ostin dus trial se rvice s/kn owledge e conom y) whe reby u rban  netw orks , that h ave a lways

existed, intensify and the infra structural lines between the nodes in these networks increasingly become

urbanized. Companies settle there because of low landprizes, connectability, in sight locations etc. New

developmen ts for housing also emerg e there, often as expansion of existing centres. Reas ons are

connectability, employment, space and the proximity of  �green space � and urban centres. Spatial planning,

espec ially on a regiona l scape, te nds to re ject this de velopm ent but ha s insufficie nt powe r and instru men ts to

stop this development. The new context for urban planning is ahead of  �official � thought about planning.

Theoretic framework

Postmodernisation of space

Spatial and urban organisation and appearance are closely connected to organisation of production (and

consum ption) and the ways by this is facilitated. Due to developmen ts in ICE, global shifts in division of labour,

etc. two new forms of (organisation of) production can be distinguished: postfordism en postindustrialism.

Postfordism describes the changes in industrial production from large scale (mass production for a mass

ma rket ) towa rds a  mo re flex ible an d sm all sca le pro duc tion in th e cen se that larg er co mp anies  have  collap sed  in

to more or less autonomous specialized companies that work together is a (global) network.

Post industrialism describes the strong growth since the 1960's of the commercial service sector and the

em erge nce  of a  �kno wlegde ec onomy �. Mich ael D ear b rings  these two  deve lopm ents  toge ther in  wha t he calls

 �flexism �.

 � a pattern of econo-cultural production and consum ption characterized by near-instantaneous delivery

and rapid redirectability of resource flows. � (M. Dea r, 2000, p1 52). 

The  �fluency � of flexism is the result of cheaper and faster transportation and telecommunication systems, the

globalization of the market and connected flexibility-specialized, just-in-time production processes. Dear states

that th is res ults in  highly m obile f lows  of ca pital and go ods that a re m ore m anoeurv reab le than geo grap hica lly-

fixated labour markets, communities and nation-states and that they are able to dodge or manipulate these

latter.  Castells speaks in this context of the rise of a  �space of flows � beside the traditional  �space of places �.

Where Michael Dear uses a summarizing term for the two production regimes, Edward Soja makes a clear

distin ction  betw een  post indus trialism  en po stfor dism . Edw ard S oja desc ribes  the  �pos tford ist reg ime  of flex ible

accum ulation � as: 

 �a complex mix of both deindustialization (especially the decline of large-scale, vertically integrated, often

assembly-line, mass production industries) and reindustialization (particularly the rise of small and

middle-size firms flexibly specializing in craft-based and/or high technology facilitated production of

diverse goods and services), this restructuring of the organization of production and the labour process

has  also b een  associa ted w ith a re patte rning  of urb aniza tion and a n ew d ynamic o f geograp hica lly

uneve n deve lopmen t � (Soja, 1996) 

Soja recognizes a complex combination of de-industrialisation and re-industrialisation. Therefore he doesn �t

speak of a post-industrial era but rather of a post-fordist era, because this new era is still highly industrial and the

recognized changes are not so much quantitative but qualitative; not so much a change of production but rather

a chan ge of org anisation  of produ ction. 

Antonio Negri en Michael Hardt us e the term  �postmodernisation of production � or  �informatisation of production �.

The increasing dominance of the service and knowledge economy (tertiary sector) is according to Negri and

Hardt a process of economic postmoderniseration or informatisation. (Negri, Hardt, 2000, p.280) 

They claim that modernism is past and the dominant role of industrial production on other economic forms (like

the industrialisation of agriculture) and social phenomenons (like for example schools) diminishes. The role of

industrial production doesn �t decrease because of the informational revolution though. Just like the role of

agriculture didn �t diminish during the industrial revolution but the organisation of agricultural production changed,

changes the postmodernisation the industry by redefining and reorganizing the production process. (Empire,

284-285) 

Spatial consequences of the postmodernisation of production.

One characteristic tat both production models share is the reconceptualisation of time and distance.

  �Wh at the  chan ges  in tran spo rtation  and c omm unica tion - th e infra struc tures  of society  - hav e me ant in

recent years has been the eclipse of distance and the foreshortening of time, almost to the fusion of the

two. Space has been enlarged to the entire globe, and is tied together, almost, in  �real time �. The sense
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of time, religiously and culturally, which had been orientated to continuity and the past, now

sociologically, becomes geared to the future  �. (Bell, Teletext and technology, 1980)

The postmodernisation of production results in an increasing importance of productive flows and networks. The

paradigm of the assembly-line of the  �industrial economy � is in the  �informational economy � replaced by the

network. This network is flexible (it constantly establishes new connections) and requires no territorial or physical

centre. (Negri and Hardt, 2000, p295). This change went hand in hand with a change of forms of cooperation and

communication within and between production locations. Because of ICT distance is less important; the

importance of proximity (both of colleagues and production units) diminishes.

Krishan Kumar expresses that this development leads to a movement of both de-concentration and re-

concentration.

 �Post-modernity reverses or qualifies some of the typical spatial movements and arrangements of

modernity. The concentration of populations in large cities is countered by a movement of de-

concen tration , de-c entra lization  and d ispe rsal. M uch  of this  is rela ted to  post -ford ist developme nts. It is

also the result of the  �de-industrialisation � of many regions of western societies - with much

manufacturing being exported to non-western societies - and post-industrial  �re-industrialisation � based

on high-tech, research-based concerns which have preferred new locations in suburban and ex-urban

areas, especially those near university cities � (Krishan Kumar, 1995, p122)

Together with the territorialisation and decentralisation of (industrial) production a centralisation of control over

production, the managing, can be noted.

 �The geographical dispersal of manufacturing has created a demand for increasingly centralized

management and planning, and also for a new centralization of  specialised producer services,

especially financial services � (empire 297) 

Simultaneous with the decay of industrial cities a rise of  �cities of control � occurs; economic key-cities like London

and Fra nkfurt.

Nomadic thinking

In this  case study a no ma dic or  neo- ma terialis t app roac h is us ed to  analys e and  desc ribe w hat happens  spat ially

in the Frankfurt Rhein Main region. The econo-spatial and urban developments mentioned in previous

paragra phs co nnect w ith the  �nom adic � or neo-m aterialist thinkin g of Gilles D eleuze en  Felix Gu attari. 

Nomadic thinking can provide concepts and a fitting vocabulary, to research how flows (of people, money, goods,

data, energy, etc.) shape the landscape and are being organised by/in  �abstract machines � (also called  �social

machines � (Protevi) or  �engineering diagrams � (De Landa)); structure generating processes that lead to more or

less  rhizom atic s patia l, experim enta l politic/ soc ietal s tructu res. T hese abs tract  ma chines connect s imu ltaneous ly

to the  globa l econ om y and lo cal ec ono -spa tial po licy or a ction ; suc h as t he  �offensive  flexib ility � strate gy use d in

Germany which focusses on enhancing spatial quality and connectability. Nomadic thinking can provide a neo-

materialist way of thinking and analysing that simultaneously gives a broadening and a precision of dialectics by

not lim iting its elf to o pposition al abs tract  conc epts  but by rega rding  a m ultiplic ity of virtu al and  actual (bu t alwa ys

real) dynamic and interrupting flows.

First  a sm all intro duc tion w ill be giv en of  the vo cabulary, d erive d from D eleuz e en G uatta ri, that  is use d in this

paper. T he m ain co ncepts o r notio ns concernin g pos tmo dern  spat ial and  urba n dev elopm ent th at are  used  in this

study are; 

 " flow, 

 " network or rhizome,

 " major-minor planning,

 " de- and reterritorialisation,

 " smo oth and s triated spa ce, 

Flow

Deleuze describes the city as correlate of the road. The city hereby exists as function of circulation and circuits.

The city is defined by its entrances and exits and causes a phylum, a flow along different places along horizontal

lines. The city is inseparable from the horizontal network of other cities. The city is a phenomenon of

transconsistency, the city is a network because it is fundamentally in contact with other cities. (Deleuze, 1994.

432). 

The entrances and exits that Deleuze mentions in his description of the city are now becoming less and less

clear; the network becomes urban, the interval between the nodes of the network gains substance.

Manuel De Landa in  �A thousand years of nonlinear history � represents, derived from the  �nomadic thinking � of

Deleuze, historical developments and processes as flows of energy, matter, information and their stratification/re-

/destratifica tion in hierarc hies and  network s. 
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 �... since what truly defines the real world (according to this way of viewing things) are neither uniform

strata nor variable meshworks but the unformed and unstructured flows from which these two derive �

(De La nda, 200 0, p260) . 

Cities hereby are considered as;

  �not only as structures operating at a certain degree of stratification (with a certain mix of market and

command components), but they themselves performed destratifications and restratifications on the

flows tha t traverse d them  �. (De Landa, 2000, p263 )  

This is shown for example in the development of the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region where from the beginning of

the 20th century a vast increase of urbanisation and industrialisation occurred along the 'flows' of matter and

energy; alo ng the river  Main, the  main (r ail)roads a nd the lines  for powe r- and da tatransp ort in the reg ion. 

Network /  rhizome

Deleuze distinguishes between arborescent (treelike) structures and rhizomes.

  �In contrast to centered (even polycentric) systems with hierarchical modes of communication and

preesta blished p aths, the rh izome is a n acen tered, non hierarch ical, nonsig nifying sy stem w ithout a

General and without an organizing memory or central automaton, defined solely by circulation of states �

(Deleuze, 1994 p201) 

Any point o f a rhizom e can  be co nnected  to anything  other . Urb an ne twork s can be r elational, in fra s tructural,

ecological etc. and have both rhizomatic and treelike characteristics. Corridors can be the  �interval � between the

nodes, the connections getting substance. A corridor in itself also can develop both rhizomatic and treelike

characteristics.

With the development of networks, of disperse urbanisation and the development of corridors the importance of

the  �in between space � of the urban nodes gains importance; a development from points to lines. Especially on

the fringes of the urban centres and in the suburb an space new (often rather m onofunctional) areas are

developed for housing, work, recreation etc. where thes e functions used to concentrate m ore on/in the city itself.

 �It (the town) is a phenomenon of transconsistency, a network, because it is fundamentally in contact

with other towns. It represents a threshold of deterritorialization, because whatever the material involved,

it must be deterritorialized enough to enter the network...to follow the circuit of urban and road

recoding...Towns are circuit points of every kind, which enter into counterpoint along horizontal lines;

they effec t a com plete but loc al, town-b y-town , integration � . (Deleuze, 1994, 432) 

Major-minor planning; dominance and counterflow 

D&G recognize in a thousand plateaus the existence of  �major � and  �minor � literature and dito science. The

notions major and minor are in this context not necessarily quantitative categories. Majority rather describes a

hierarch y or status; a  suppo sed po wer and  dom inance. 

 �when  we say  majority, w e are refe rring not to a  greater re lative quan tity but to the d etermin ation of a

state or standard in relation to which larger quantities, as well as the smallest, can be said to be

minoritaria n... � (Deleuze, 1994, 291).  �Majority assumes a state of power and domination, not the other

way around. It assumes the standard measure not the other way around � (Deleuze, 1994, 105)

The majority is (thereby) seen as a constant, as standard measure.

 �The opposition between majority and minority is not simply quantitative. Majority implies a constant, of

exp ress ion or  content, s ervin g as a  standard  mea sure  by w hich  to evaluate it �  (Deleuze , 1994, 10 5).  � ...

the ma joritan as a c onstan t and hom ogene ous sy stem...  � (Deleuze, 1994, 105)

Ever ything  that d eviate s from th is sta nda rd m easure is  cons idere d as  �min or � -a su bsys tem - but s imu ltaneous ly

as potential creative force.

 �A determination different from that of the constant will therefore be considered minoritarian, by nature

and regardless of number, in other words, a subsystem or and outsystem  � (Deleuze, 1994, 105)

 � ...minorities as subsystems, and the minoritarian as a potential, creative and created, becoming �

(Deleuze, 1994, 105-106)

Major en  min or sc ience are  like m ajor a nd m inor la nguage c ondem ned  to each other; th ey exis t nex t to an d in

each o ther, in a sa me fie ld. They for m a  �tension-lim it � (Deleuze , 1994 36 4). 

 �What we have ... are two formally different conceptions of science, and, ontologically, a single field of

intera ction  in wh ich ro yal sc ience con tinua lly app ropr iates  the conte nts o f vague or  nom ad sc ience wh ile

nomad science continually cuts the contents of royal science loose. At the limit, all that counts is the

constantly shifting borderline � (Deleuze, 1994 367)

 � �Major � and  �minor � do not qualify two different languages but rather two usages or functions of language �

(Deleuze, 1994 104) 
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 �Minor languages do not exist in themselves: the exist only in relation to a major language and are also

investments of that languages for the purpose  of making it minor � (Deleuze, 1994 105)

Minor science -or nomadic science- can be described as a model that is:

- �fluent � or  �hydrolic �, instead of static and solid,

-con sists  of be com ing an d heterog ene ity, inste ad of  stab ility and c ons tanc y,

-smooth instead of striated,

- �problematic � instead of  �theorematic �; problemsolving, answer generating.

 �one  ... doe s ... go  from  a pro blem  to the  acc idents tha t condition  and r eso lve it  � (Deleuze, 1994 362)

Thes e chara cteristics c an also b e found  by Deleuze s notion of  the conc ept (De leuze and  Guata ri, 1994). 

Deleuze en Guatari use their concept of the major and the minor for language and science. The major-minor

division appears also useful tot describe and analyse the processes and relations considering space, spatial

planning  and urb an deve lopm ent/des ign. 

 �The hydraulic model of nomad [minor ] science and the war machine, ..., consists in being distributed by

turbu lence acr oss  a sm ooth  spac e, in pr oducing  a mo vem ent th at ho lds sp ace  and s imulta neously

affects all of its p oints, instea d of being  held by s pace in a  local mo veme nt from o ne spe cified point to

another. � (Deleuze, 1994 p363).

Planning and urban design are activities that seem to be restricted to the State and other governments (the

major) but at the sam e the they are under influence of all sorts of  �minor � powers; lobby �s (Deleuze, 1994 p366),

alternative concepts, and own initiatives in a smooth space. Besides these there are also major-minor relations

within  the p lannin gsre gim e con cern ing lar ge sc ale (S tate, L and ) and  sm aller s cale  (regio n, city, m unic ipality)

intere sts a nd the diff eren t intere st of d iffere nt discipline s of g overnm ents  in rela tion to  spat ial plan ning ( econom y,

infrastructure, environment, housing etc.).

Smooth and striated space

The conceptions of space connecting to the majority and minority are on the one hand the regulated space;

space that is controlled, overcoded and planned by governments, and on the other hand the unregulated,  �free �

space that is occupied, coded and organized by its users. Deleuze and Guattari describe this as striated and

smo oth spa ce. Sm ooth sp ace is a  �nom adic spa ce � (for exam ple the sp ace of fle xible interna tional capital), a

space of resistance, of own initiatives and immanent processes (compare; autopilot-> Rem Koolhaas); a space

where the State has no control over, or at least doesn �t use it. Striated space could be taken as the space of the

majority; a space where according to ruling models and concepts spatial policy and planning is made by the

State or other governments.

  �One o f the funda menta l tasks of the  State is to stria te the spa ce ove r which it reig ns, or to utilize

smooth spaces as a means of communication in the service of striated space. It is a vital concern of

every State not only to vanquish nomadism but to control migrations and, more generally, to establish a

zone of rights over an entire  �exterior, � over all of the flows traversing the ecumenon. If it can help it, the

State does not dissociate itself from a process of capture of flows of all kinds, populations, commodities

or com merc e, mon ey or ca pital, etc. � (Deleuze, 1994 385)

The notion of smooth and striated space can be applied to describe the postmodern urban landscape in which

the cities are no longer points or nodes in a network but the cities are merging with the  �hinterland � and

intensively transform into an urban field with nodal and linear concentrations. Deleuze describes that in a  striated

space everything is subordinated to points, while in a smooth space the p oints are subordinated to lines,  vectors

and trajectories, points are deterritorialized in a smooth space. Smooth space is the space where the interval

becom es substance (D eleuze, 1994 p478).

Smooth space can be regarded as politically smooth in a sense that there are no/few restrictions and regulations.

On the other hand is can be regarded as smooth landscape in a sense that there are few regulating or steering

elements present in the space. Striated space can on the one hand be regarded as politically striated in a sense

there are clear restrictions and regulations and on the other hand as striated landscape  in the sense that there

are clear steering spatial elements, infrastructure, rivers, etc. present in the space.

De- and reterritorialisation 

Besides the struggle between smooth and striated space, mentioned above, also a struggle between de- and

reterritorialisation can be recognized.
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New technologies and with that new means of production, lifestyles, needs etc. make that both flows (de- and

reterritorialisation ) take pla ce at the s ame  time an d with grea t speed . 

Move men ts of territorialisa tion and re territorialisation p lay an imp ortant role in th e thinking  of Deleu ze. 

 �The earth constantly carries out a movement of deterritorialization on the spot, by which it goes beyond

any territory: it is deterritorialized and reterritorialized. � (WP  85) 

Dele uze s tates  that th e city;

  �... represents a threshold of deterritorialization, because whatever the material involved, it must be

deterritorilized enough to enter the network, to submit to the polarization, to follow the circuit of urban

and roa d recod ing. � (Deleuze, 1994 432) 

The m axim um d eterritorialisation  sees D eleuze in the  tendenc y of harbo r- and m ercantile c ities to sepa rate

themselves form the hinterland, from the rural territory and to merge into a (global) urban network with a

complete different dynamic: a megapolis or megamachine.

 � ... the relation [between state and towns] is a reciprocal one: if it is the modern State that gives

cap italism  its mo dels  of rea lization , wha t is thu s rea lized is  an ind ependent, wo rldw ide ax ioma tic tha t is

like a single City, megalopolis, or  �megamachine � of which states are parts, or neighbourhoods �

(Deleuze, 1994 p434-5)

In the  city de tterito rialisa tion ta kes  place  by immanence. Deleuze writes about the (ancient-Greek) urban

population  that: 

 �They develop a particular mode of deterritorialization that proceeds by immanence; they form a  �milieu

of immanence �. It is like an  �international markt � organized along the borders of the Orient between a

multiplicity of independent cities or distinct societies that are nevertheless attached to one another and

within which artisans and merchants find a freedom and mobility denied to them by the empires. �

(Deleuze and Guattari, 1994)

This also connects with the notion of the global urban networks and the role of the (working class) population of

Negri an d Hard t. 

By innovations in technology and the connected changes in relations of power the  �international market � has

become dominant and requires a mobile, flexible population and production.

 � [So] the social field no longer refers to an external limit that restricts it from above, as in the empires, but

to imma nent intern al limits that co nstantly s hift by exten ding the s ystem , and that re constitute

thems elves thro ugh disp lacem ent. � (Deleuze  and G uattari, 199 4, p97). 

Accor ding to D eleuze the  result is that;

 �Today we can depict an enormous, so-called stateless, monetary mass that circulates through foreign

exchange and across borders, eluding control by the Stats, forming a multinational ecumenical

organization, constituting a de facto supranational power untouched by governmental decisions �

(Deleuze, 1994 453).

Edward Soja states that re- and reterritorialisation can be directly connected tot the emergence of the postfordist

organis ation of pro duction. 

 �Deterritorialisation involves the breaking down of fordist world of production and related spatial divisions

of labour, the longstanding political and discursive hegemony of the modern nation-state and traditional

forms of nationalism and internationalism, and established patterns of real-and-imagined cultural and

spatial iden tity at every  scale from  the local to the  global. �  (postmetropolis 212)

 �Reterritorialisation is the critical response to globalization and postfordist restructuring, generating new

efforts by individuals and collectivities, cities and regions, business firms and industrial sectores, cultures

and nations, to reconstitute their territorial behaviour, their fundamental spatiality and lived spaces, as a

means of resisting an/or adapting to the contemporary condition � (Postmetropolis, 212)

Deleuze on the other hand claims that de- and reterritorialisation is not restricted to a postfordist phase of

capitalism but that these movements are immanent to capitalism itselve; Deleuze describes capitalism as

deterritorial an d deterritor ializing force. 

 �Cap italism  ... is no t at all te rritoria l, even in its b eginn ings : its po wer  of de territo rializatio n con sists  in

taking as its object not the earth, but  �materialized labour, � the commodity � (Deleuze , 1994, 45 4). 

On the other hand also Deleuze recognizes a recent increase of deterritorialisation.

 �Today we can depict an enormous, so-called stateless, monetary mass that circulates through foreign

exchange and across borders, eluding control by the States, forming a multinational ecumenical

organizations, constituting a de facto supranational power untouched by governmental decisions �

(Deleuze , 1994, 45 3). 
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Technological innovations and the connected changes in organisation of production, culture, space etc.

mentioned earlier result into a  �flow of deterritorialisation �; the em ergenc e of a relative  indepen dence  or flexibility

towards the territory. On the other hand are nations and regions trying to create a  �territorial overcoding � in order

to freeze or slow down the footloose  �lines of flight � of people, goods, companies etc. by investing in image,

conne ctability, quality of life, the su rplus of (e ducate d) labour e tc. 

This results in a certain reterritorialisation, the territorialisation of other locations in the region; where

connectability and visibility are better, prices lower, quality of the environment better etc. The development of the

Region alplar Rh ein Main  can be  seen in th is light.

Finally two types of deterritorialization can be distinguished; on the one hand a deterritorialisation as the

development of a relative independence of the territory (a becoming deterritorialized) and on the other hand a

deterritorialisation coupled with a reterritorialsation by other functions; and connected with this a recoding or

overcoding of the landscape.

Frankfurt Rhein Main Regio as postmodern urban landscape

Brief historic overview

Since the  med iaeval perio d (date) F rankfu rt has de veloped  as m ercantile c ity with large fairs -M esses tadt- due  to

its location on  the cros sing of  m ain trade ro utes (roa d and river ). 

Even during the emergence of industrial production the city of Frankfurt concentrates on trade and financial

services . 

In the beginning of the 19th century the  �Frankfurter 5 � (sons of Mayer Amschel Rothschild) almost have the

mon opoly on E uropea n Bank ing. 

Industry is m ainly located o utside the  city bounda ries and in c ities and village s surrou nding F rankfu rt. 

Around 1900 a dense railnetwork is constructed in the region in order to move people, raw materials and

products. Along these railconnections new towns arose and existing towns expand(ed). The industrialisation of

Frankfurt mainly took place by its annexation of surrounding municipalities.

In order to (re)house the working-class population of Frankfurt at the end of the nineteentwenties a policy of

Siedlungen (settlements) is developed by the architect Ernst May. Basic idea of May �s concept of Siedlungen

was to re gard the  city as a netw ork an d to desig n new n odes fo r (work ing-class ) housing  nearby pu blic transp ort.

Between 1871 and 1905 a strong growth of population of 5% per year occurs in the corecities of the region due

to industrialisation and, connected, urbanisation. Besides this the cities in the region grow by annexation of

surrounding municipalities.

Between 1905 and 1939 the population of the cities and surroundings increases much less; 0.9% per year in the

cities and 0,8-1,3% per year in the Umlandkreisen, the surrounding municipalities.

Afte r the s econd world w ar a n ew popu lationgrow th of c a. 3%  per ye ar oc curs  in the c ities o f the F rank furt R hein

Main Region. In 1960 approximately 700.000 people live in Frankfurt. Starting in the nineteen sixties a strong

movement of suburbanisation is notable; halfway the 1980's the population of Frankfurt had dropped to  less than

600.000 people.

Between the 1950's and  the 1980's a strong rise in number of jobs  in the cities of the region occurs. In Frankfurt

there a re abo ut 255 .500 jo bs in 19 50. In 1 980 th is num ber ha s alm ost do ubled  to 593 .000. D uring th e 198 0's

however a strong backdrop in number of jobs is notable while the number of jobs in the Umlandkreisen

(surrounding municipalities) increases. An important factor for this are the changes in organisation of production

and the m oving ou t of the cities o f produc tion-units an d offices  to new loc ations in the  region. 

Jobs in the secondary sector have decreased strongly in the last decades. Between 1990 and 1997 almost

120.000 jobs in this sector have been lost in the region. This tendency is only partly compensated by the

emergence of new jobs in the post-industrial sectors. In 1987 69,4% of the jobs where in the tertiary sector, by

1989 this was grown to 81,0%.

Theory; Spatial planing in the Germany and the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region
The Frankfurt Rhein Main Region appears as relatively smooth in its spatial planning (spatial planning authorities

compete at the different scale levels and are (thereby) not very strong in controlling spatial developments) and on

the other hand spatially striated; there are clear points and lines notable where spatial dynamic concentrates.
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Spatial planning tries to  �striate � spatial developments, this means it tries to lead or control it. This happens in the

Bundesland Hessen a.o. by appointing the possibilities for expansion for every municipality and by making rules

for compensation; when a municipality decides to plan expansion where there is for example forest, the

municipality has to create a multiplicity of these acres of new forest elsewhere within its boundaries. Possibilities

for this differ in each municipality; which results into inequality of the possibilities to develop and following the

dodging of these regulations.

The  political striation or regulation of spatial development is concern of governments on different levels. These

levels form  a hierarc hic system  of 4 or 5 layer s (see im age 7). 

 " Bundesraumortnung;  national planning

 " Landesplanung; spatial planing of the different states within the German federation

 " Regionalplanung; Regional planning within the Landen. Bunde sland H essen  per exa mple  is dived into

three plan ning regio ns; north , middle  and so uth

 " (occasionally) Sub- or alternative regional planning; spatial planning of sub regions of the

Regionalplanung; per example the Planungsverband Region Rhein Main as part of the Regionalplan Süd-

Hessen.

 " Kom mu nalpla nung; spatial p lannin g on the m unic ipal lev el.

The Landesentwicklungsplan Hessen 2000 is the most recent planningdocument for the Bunsesland Hessen.

Hessen is divided into three planningregions, of which the Frankfurt Rh ein Main Region is located in the southern

region;   �Planungsregion Südhessen �. Within this planungsregion there are different cooperative structures of

cities and municipalities. For the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region, mainly the  Planungsve rban d Fra nkfu rt Rh ein

Main  (Plann ing Un ion Fra nkfu rt Rhe in Main ) is imp ortant. 

On the regional level mainly the (major) planningdocuments Regionalplan Südhessen 2002,

Flächennutzungsplan PVFRM (space-use plan PVFRM) and Generalverkehrsplan 2000 (General traffic plan) are

impo rtant.

Local pla nning do esn �t exist on itse lf; it has a relation  with larger s cale levels  (majo r)  in which it is su ppose d to

fit, while on the other hand local planners (minor) want to put in their problems with the concrete need for space

of com panies, e cology, hou sing, recr eation etc . 

The minor planning, concerning local initiatives, private projects and interests, often appears contradictory to the

 �major planning �; minor concepts and minor planning respond to major concepts and major planning; they attack,

distort, reinterpretate etc.

In the case of regional planning in de Region Frankfurt Rhein Main major-minor relations and conflicts appear

very appa rent.

The planninggregime is hierarchic but also broken open (see image 7). According to this scheme at several

levels m inor force s of prof essiona ls, NGO  �s etc. hav e acce ss to the p lanning. T his could  be sup plem ented w ith

input from  acade mics , artists, com panies, p rivate interes ts, protestg roups e tc.  

This breaking open is one of the aims of minor flows; to bring the major in motion, to force it into a stat of

continuous variation or dynamic.

 �Conquer the major languages, in order to delineate in it as yet unknown minor languages. Use the

minor language to send the major language racing � (Deleuze, 1994 105).

Spatial de velopm ents in the  Frank furt Rhe in Main R egion ca n be co nsidere d mino r when it:

- affects the major concepts or planning,

- uses o r introduc es othe r standa rds or va lue-system s, 

- functions in another dynamic than the major concept/planning anticipates

(Shift in) 3 main goals of (major) planning in Germany

In  �Raumortnung in Deutschland � (Spatial planning in Germany) (editions 1996 and 2000) three main goals for

spatial plan ning are d escribe d.  

The 1996 edition (p. 47) mentions 

 " Ortnung; planning , mainly focussed on the prevention of urbanisation of  �rural � space and the coordination of

separa te plans/p lanning leve ls. 

 " Ausgle ich; (econ omic ) dispers ion or spr ead, foc ussed  on the su pport of p orer reg ions by riche r ones a nd to

prevent further segregation between regions.

 " Entwick lung; deve lopm ent, focu ssed o n planne d econ omic , spatial and  ecologic  develop men t.
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In  �Raumortnung in Deutschland � (uitg 1996) these three main targets are placed in, what is in the document

called, a   �Magic triangle � (image 8), which gives it a rather transcendent or idealist connotation.

Among others the architecture-critic Manuel Cuadra is rather sceptic about this majoritan, transcendent triangle;

especia lly on the  topic  of  �Aus gleich  �. Cua dra s tates  that th e  �aga inst th e ove r pow erfu l and e conom ially

motivated process of building no political will to economic dispersal or spread is posited that in sense of initiatives

for sus tainable de velopm ent of the  �all �, like social, cu ltural, ecologic  and also  econo mic inte rests.   

 �Dem übermächtigen wirtschaftlich motivierten Prozess der Bebauung steht kein ausgleichnder

politischer Wille gegenüber, der sich im Sinne einer nachhaltigen Entwicklung des Ganzen unter

anderem für soziale, kulturele, ökologische und auch wirtschaftliche Belange einsetzen würde. � (Cuadra,

2002, p.24)

It is not just a matter of lack of political will to economic spread but also the lack of powerful instruments to do so;

the aimed goals are supposed to be reached on the basis of voluntariness and convincing; the majoritan

planning only has (or uses) only limited means to compel spatial policy on lower planning levels.

In the 2000 edition of Raumortnung in Deutschland, now called  �Rau men twick lung u nd R aum ordn ung  in

Deutschland �  there appears to have been a shift int the main targets of spatial planning between 1996 en 2000

(2000, p5). The targets now mentioned are:

Nach haltgke it; sustainab ility

Gleichwertigkeit; equivalence

Starku ng der R egionen ; strengthe ning of the  regions. 

This  time  they a re no t placed into a tria ngle b ut next to e ach o ther,  as w ithou t any re lation . This  shift is  notable

because it is a shift from  �whole � to  �part �; a specification has taken place, a meaning has been added. Planning

becomes sustainable, dispersion becomes equivalence and development becomes strengthening. (image 9)

Three categ ories of space an d a  �problema tic � fourth

In national and state planning documents three categories of space are distinguished. For the Bundesland

Hessen these categories are shown in image 10 (Regional planning South Hessen) and 11 (Landesplanung

Hessen).

 " Ortnungsraum (planningspace). In Hessen; the Kassel region and the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region.

 " Verdichtungsraum  (densification space). In Hessen; the core of Kas sel region and the core of Frankfu rt

Rhein Main region

 " Ländliche Räume (rural space)

Spatial development is supposed mainly to take place in the Ortnungsräume and Verdichtungsräume.

A deviating, fourth, category is that of the Entwicklungsachsen or Korridore (development-axes or corridors) as

shown in image 11. These development- axes are seen as connections between the urban centres; the nodes of

the netw ork. Th ese ax es are a t least trans portation a xes (rail an d road), b ut mo re often in c omb ination with

energy- and datatransportation (cables) and spatial developments for commerce and housing. Along these axes

the cond itions  for se ttlem ent o f hou sing  and c om pan ies ar e reg arde d/ex pec ted to  be ve ry favo urab le

(Raumortnung in Deutschland, 1996, p51). The development-axes are on the one hand regarded as an

instru me nt to p lan the den se ur ban  territo ry and  on the othe r han d to help de velop  the ru ral ter ritory.

Conc entration o f housin g and w ork alon g these  develop men t-axes is r egarde d as an  instrum ent to prev ent a

furth er  �Zers iedlun g � (urba nisa tion, u rban  spra wl) of  the space  betw een  these axe s.  (Raum ortnu ng in

Deutschland, 1996, p51).

In the 2000 edition of Raumortnung in Deutschland a m ore s usp icious  attitud e tow ards  the  �four th ca tego ry � is

nota ble; th e high  dens ities o f sett ling alo ng  the axe s and  the h igh co ncentrat ion of  traffic  are s aid to  ma ke th is

 �type of space highly problematic �.

 �Eine besondere Kategorie stellen die Siedlungs- und Verkehrskorridore dar, deren Entwicklung auf den

engen Zusammenhang von Siedlungsentwicklung und leistungsfähigen Verkehrsachsen zurückzuführen

ist. Hohe Siedlungsdichte und Verkeh rsbelastungen mac hen diesen Raum typ besonders

problematisch. � (Bundesamt fur Bauwesen und Raumortnung; Raumenentwicklung und Raumordnung

in Deuts chland, 2 000, p .7.)

 

The three categories of space (ortnungs-, verdichtings-, landliche raume) are essentially the traditional division

between; urban space, periphery and rural space, or; economic core, periphery and hinterland. This classical

division (categorisation in three types of urban centres and space) could be called theorematic. The description

of the fourth category as  �highly problematic �, shows the difficulty traditional planning has with this new and

dynam ic type of spa ce. Th is problem atic of the c orridor m akes  it part of the m inor, a spa tial war m achine. 

 � ... the problem is not an  �obstacle �; it is the surpassing of the obstacle, a pro-jection,. In other words a

war machine � (Deleuze , 1994 36 2). 
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By adding the corridor as extraordinary space-category German planning authorities try to pull it within the

theorematic, the tenet of typology of space. Deleuze describes this as a attempt to limit the movement of the

minor:  

 �All of this movement is what major science [planning] is striving to limit when it reduces as much as

possible  the rang e of the  � problem  elemen t � and sub ordinates  it to the  � theorem  elemen t � (Deleuze, 1994

363).

This hinterland produces 5 percent of the  �Bruttowertschöpfung � (production) in de region, the peripheral area

30% and the urban centres 65% . For the number of the population the proportions between the three types of

space are: 16%, 30% ,54%. So 85% of the population lives in the population lives in the  �densification- � or

 �planningspace �.

Three categories of urban centres 

Like the three categories of space, also three catego ries of categories of urban centres -Zentrale Orten- are

distinguished, these are cities or municipalities with a function (economic, service, cultural etc.) that goes beyond

its own boundaries. The categories are 

 " Oberzentern; topcenters; corecities and larger centres with an overregional economic and jobsupplying

function and a population of over 100.000.

 " Mittelzentern; middlecenters, with a population between 20.000 and 100.000

 " Unterzentern; lower centers; small tows in the rural area with a population of 15.000 of which 3000 in an

 �urban � core. (Raumentwicklung und Raumordnung in Deutschland, 2000, p14)

The Oberzentern are appointed by the Landesplanung, the planning authority of each Bundesland, in this case

Landesplannung Hessen. In South Hessen this are the cities Wiesbaden, Frankfurt, Offenbach, Hanau en

Darms tadt. B esides these  Rüs selheim , Fried berg  en Bad Nauheim  are a ppo inted  as  �Mitte lzentren m it

Teilfunk tion eines O berzentru m � (midd lecenters  that partly func tion as top centres ). Thes e Obe rzentern h ave to

be reachable from everywhere in South Hessen within an hour and function as nodes of regional an

supraregional infrastructure (Regionalplan Südhessen 2000 p.9) Also the Mittelzentern are appointed by the

Landesplanung H essen. The M ittelzentren that are located along infra structural- and developme nt-axes are

granted more possibilities to grow.  (Regionalplan Südhessen  2000 p10) The Unterzentren are appointed by the

regional planning.

The spatial model that is given with this categorisation is not rhizomatic (or a nonhierarchic network) but

arbores cent; a tree -structur e (ima ge 12). 

In other publications this model is also presented as hierarchic network.

The regionalplan Sudhessen speaks of a Polyzentrale Struktur (polycentral structure). The hierarchy of the

nodes is a majoritan  hierarchy; defined by a fixed standard, what scores low in this standard is considered

mino r, a subs ystem ; mitte l or unter.

Regionalplan Südhessen

The Regionalplan Südhessen is part of the Landesentwicklungsplan (Land develop men tplan) He ssen. In

Südhessen houses roughly  2/3 of the population (3,7 mjn), jobs and is about 3/4 of the  �wertschöpfung �

(national income) realised of Hessen realized. The population density is with 493 p/km² nearly twice the average

of Hessen  (283 p /km²).

The region is confronted with a continuous growth of traffic and demand for housing. The unplanned space

between the  �Siedlungen � (settlements) is under pressure and is point of attention and conservation, but also of

romantic conservatism. The  �Siedlungsentwicklung � (urban development) gets mainly directed to cities and

mun icipalities that are  seen a s suitable f or this bec ause o f their spatia l and infra s tructural ca pacities. 

Ass important assets for the  �spitzenposition � ( leading position) of het region the Regionalplan mentions (RP

Südhessen 2002 p.1)

- presence of a strongly developed tertiary sector

- science and culture

- conne ctability

- polycentral  �Siedlungsstuktur � (settlement structure)

- attractive landscape

The regional plan aims to strengthen these factors and stimulate the polycentral urbanisationstructure of the

region. Strengthening of this polycentrality and mixture of functions are sup posed to stimulate public transport

and not to expand other flows of traffic.
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The m ajor task of the Regionalplan is to coordinate the spatial public plans and to create multidisciplinary

coordinated planning and development concepts for the region, it aims to provide a framework for spatial

developments.

 �Koordinierung der raumbedeutsamen öffentlichen Planungen und die Erstellung eines

fachübergreifenden, abgestimmten Ordnungs- und Entwicklungskonzepts fur die Region. Der

Regionalplan stellt den planerischen und planungsrechtlichen Rahmen für raumbedeutsame Vorhaben

und Investionen dar Inhaltliche Aufgabe des Regionalplans ist die Flächen-, Trassen- und

Stando rtsicheru ng und   � vorsag e. � (Regionalplan Sudhessen  2000, p.4-5).

The R egionalp lan Südh essen  2000 s hows o n ma ps and  in tables wh ere and  how m uch eve ry city or mun icipality

is allowed to grow. The Regionalplan distinguishes between  �Siedlungsbereiche � (mainly housing) and  �Bereiche

fur industrie und gewerben � (mainly companies).  Image 13 shows the level urbanisation when all space for

expansion of housing and commerce, appointed by the Regionalplan is used.

Expan sion of ar eas for h ousing a nd com panies p referab ly are located  close to the  regions ( light)rail system . 

The regionalplan also prescribes the minimum densities for the distinguished types of landscape (Regionalplan

Sudhessen 2 000, p.17):

 " Rural; 25 to 40 housing units per hectare.

 " Urban: 35 to 50 housing units per hec tare

 " Near (planned) lightrail structures 45 to 60 housing units per hectare

 " In the inner- or dense urban areas; at least 60 housing units per hec tare

Areas for expansion that are appointed on the map of the regionalplan appear not much more than preference or

priority locations . Severa l adjustm ents we aken  the appa rently strong  regulation o f space -use.  

 " The R egionalp lan states  that an im man ent deve lopme nt is also po ssible. 

 �Eine Eigenentwicklung ist aber auch in nicht zentralen Ortsteilen möglich � (Region alplan Su dhess en 200 0, 

p.27). 

 " It is appears to be possible for cities and municipalities to make a  �flächentausch � (space(use) trade) where

function s (use o f space ) can be  traded w ith others. 

 " Space that is in other plans already appointed for housing or companies can not be overruled by the

Regionalplan.

Flächennutzungsplan PvFRM

The  Planungsver band Fra nkfurt R hein M ain ( P vFR M - P lannin g-un ion F rank furt R hein M ain) w as fo unded in

1974 (th en called  Um landverb and Fra nkfurt R hein Ma in) as alterna tive for the  �Region alstadt G roß Fra nkfurt �

(Regionalcity Greater Frankfurt). In this period for example Hamburg and Berlin transformed into such

 �regionalcities �, but the cities and municipalities int the region of Frankfurt where not so easily prepared to give up

their relative souvereinity. The Planungsverband is a more or less democratic union with representatives of the

diffe rent c ities and m unic ipalities in the reg ion. O ne of  the pr oblem s of th is unio n is that im porta nt economic

centres as Mainz, Wiesbaden and Darmstadt are no part of this regional union. Another difficulty is the

dominance of Frankfurt in the Planungsverband.

The PvFRM produces a  �Flachenüntzungsplan � (space-use plan), which is mainly an application of the

Regionalplan. Remarkable is that the by the Landesplanung prescribed development-axes (Siedlungsachsen)

are not acknowledged on the level of the Flächennutzungsplan. The development axes aren �t even mentioned.

At this regional level the development of siedlungsachsen is according to Dr. Hauschild of the PVFRM not

desired  or noticed  and ther efore lea ved out o f the Fläc hennu tzungsp lan. 

Both the Regionalplan Sudhessen and the Flächennutzungsplan Region FrRM appear because of their disperse

possibilities for growth more as a  �democ ratic � (political) compromise than as a spa tial concept. For almost every

settlement some growth for housing an companies is allowed. The actual growth on the other hand is less

dispers al and co ncentra tes along  the imp ortant roa d and rail infra structure s of the re gion. 

Concep ts

19th  century urb an co ncepts appear no  longe r valid  for po stind ustria l/pos tmo dern  regio ns as  the F rank furt R hein

Main R egion. D esigner s, planne rs and re search ers in/of the  region are  search ing for new  conce pts and  mod els. 

Several important concepts that are used in the region are mentioned in this paragraph.

Planning in Germa ny focusses on polycentrality; not the European model of the Blue Ban ana is used but that of a

bunch  of grape s (Rau mpla nung in D eutsch land, 199 6 and 20 00). 

Central question for the development of urban concepts for the region is whether they should focus on the urban

and economic centres or on the space between those centres.
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Just as with planning also concepts can be distinguished as major or minor. The major concepts can be

described as concepts that are well known and posses a certain power-base; an acceptation by academic,

professional and or political authorities. A conceptual struggle can be noted between the two extremes 

zwischenstad vs. kernstadt

A conceptua l strug gle is a lso no table  betw een  dynam ic con cep ts, focussing  on flo w and flex ibility and  mo re sta tic

concep ts foc uss ing on  pres erva tion and ide ntity. Ef fectiv ely this is  a stru ggle t he co ncept of  �Deze ntrale

Konzentration � (decentral concentration) with a focus on development of the existing urban centres) and

 �Achsenentwicklung � (spatial development near/along axes) with a focus on (also) the development of the

 �zwischenraum �, the in between space. Both concepts eventhough can be regarded as concepts for the

deve lopm ent o f an u rban  netw ork o r netw orkc ity.

Spatial planning in Germany though mainly focusses on two related conceptual models; the  �Komp akte

gemis chte Sta dt � (compact mixed city) and  �Dezentrale Konzentration � (decentral concentration).  (Raumortnung

in Deutschland, 1996). These can be considered as the dominant, major, concepts. Principles of spatial planning

that are central in both concepts are

-Intensivation  (Dichte)

-Mixing  (Mischung)

-Dece ntrality  (Dezen tralität)

So s ever al  �ma jor co ncepts � can b e dist inguis hed  in ana lysing th e reg ional p lannin g of th e Fra nkfurt R hein M ain

Reg ion.  F or the  current d ispe rse s tructure m ainly lan dsca pe co nse rvatio n (ae sthe tic co nse rvatis m) , eco logic

and qu ality-of-life argum ents are  posited. 

Especially the concept of  �decentral concentration � seems to sort of integrate 3 different concepts on spatial

planning; dispersion, corridor development and compact cities.

Dezentralen Konzentration

This concept focusses on both concentration in and spread of growth over the (main) urban centres in the

region. The concept appears to be more a political-spatial concept than a functional and/or aesthetical spatial

conce pt. Decentral concentration focusses on the concentration of urban development in the  �umland �, the

surrounding area �s in appointed urbanised centres (Siedlungsschwerpunkten) instead of letting them take place

unplanned. These Siedlungsschwerpunkten are supposed to develop into mixed, varied urban centres. The

conce pt provide s for eve ry Siedlung  at least a gro wth, at own  insight, of 5 h ectare fo r housing  and co mpa nies. 

Larger e xpans ions are o nly possible f or a selec ted num ber of Sie dlungen  and em bedde d in a m ap and  a table. 

The Dezentralen Konzentration concept is also promoted as an ecologic concept, aimed on protection of the

rural lands cape a nd grow th public tran sport.

 �Nach haltige Ra umen twicklung  bedeu tet in diesem  Zusam menh ang [stad tnahe un d verstä dterte

Gebiete] vor allem eine Begrenzung von Eingriffen in Natur und Landschaft (Flächenschutz) und eine

Eing renzu ng vo n Sto ff-Kre isläuf en un d ver keh rliche r Mob ilität. Da s heiß t nich ts andere s, als  das P rinzip

der dezentralen Konzentration auch im Stadt-Umland-Umfeld angewand und eine Nutzungsmischung

angestrebt wird. � (Raumo rtnung in Deutschland, p. 21).

Kompakte gemischte Stadt

The compact mixed city is supposed to grow by intensivation ( � im bestand �) by using  �unused � space

(nachverdichtung) and industrial or military sites that are replaced (Flächenrecycling): de- en reterritorialisation.

This  conc epts  need s tho roug h plan ning in  which thre e principles  are c entra l; density, m ixture  and d ecentrality.

With these principles again three  �negative trends � are supposed to be contested; urbanisation of the rural

landscape, separation of spatially connected functions (demixture) and the pressure on the environment by

growing private transportation.

Achsenentwicklung; (Planned) corridor development

Economic and urban development along appointed axes in a network of Zentrale Orten.

Large scale transportation axes are appointed by the Landesplanung. More regional transportation ánd

development axes are appointed by the Regionalplanung, if necessary together with neighbouring planning-

regions . 

 �Für die Verkehrsnetze, die die Siedlungsstruktur des Landes im Rahmen eines zukunftsfähigen

Verkehrskonzepts groß- und kleinräumig erschließen und die eine wesentliche Grundlage der

siedlungsstrukturellen Weiterentwicklung darstellen, sind Verkehrs- und Siedlungsachsen festzulegen.

Die großräumigen Verkehrsachsen (überregional bedeutsame Verkehrsinfrastruktur) werden im LEP
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dargestellt, die Ausweisung der regionalen und überörtlichen Verkehrs- und Siedlungsachsen bleibt der

Regionalplanung vorbehalten (regional bedeutsame Verkehrsinfrastruktur). Regionsgrenzen

überschreitende Ausweisungen von Achsen sind mit den entsprechenden Nachbarregionen

abzustimmen. � (LP Hessen 2000, 8)

Mot ivation  for the con cen tration  for ho using alon g the  axes , ma inly the  rail co nnection , is the  qualit y of life in

these areas. Also is expected that unbuilt areas  -Freiflachen- (lit. freespace) that are not in the proximity of

infrastructure can be better preserved that way. (Landesplan H essen, 2000, p8).

The regionalplan Sudhessen 2000 focusses on further urban development in the Oberzentren (large urban

centres) and other cities and municipalities near the regional transportation and development axes.

  �Nac h der  siedlu ngsstruk turelle n Konzep tion des R PS 2 000  soll die  weite re Sie dlung stätig keit über d ie

Eige nen twick lung h inaus  vorrang ig in de n Ob erzen tren s owie  in gee igneten S tädte n und  Gem einde n im

Verlauf der Nahverkehrs- und Siedlungsachsen stattfinden. � (RPS 2000, Ziffer 2.4-2)

The spatial development along these axes comprises more than just the own growth of the settlements along

these axes; an expansion larger than the  �eigenentwicklung � is expected:

 �Mittelzentren an Nahverkehrs- und Siedlungsachsen, die ein entsprechendes Flächenangebot

aufweisen, sind grundsätzlich Standorte für eine über die Eigenentwicklung hinausgehende

Siedlungstätigkeit (RPS 2000, 2.2.2-6). In Unterzentren im Verlauf von Nahverkehrs- und

Sied lungs achsen , die ein  ausr eichendes F lächenan gebot au fweis en, kann  eine ü ber d ie

Eigene ntwicku ng hinau sgehe nde Sied lungstätigk eit stattfinden  (RPS  2000, 2.2 .3-4). �
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Image 14, below, shows the regional transportation and development axes together with the distinguished urban

centres as mentioned in the Regionalplan Sudhessen 2000.

The Achsenentwicklungs-concept appears mainly to play a role in planning on the Bund- and Landes-level; on

this level it is explicitly mentioned in text and on m aps of spatial planning docume nts (see image 15  for corridors

in Bunde splanun g and im age 11  for corrido rs in lande splanun g). 

In the local planningdocuments (such as the Flachennutzungsplan of the Planungsverband FrRM) the

achsenentwicklungs -concept is not taken over; the developm ent is  �not recognized � and  �unwanted � (dr.

Hauschild of the Planungsverb and FrRM  in an interview).

Important arguments for corridor development (achsenentwicklung) mentioned in Landes- and Bundesplanung

are the connectability for companies and housing-areas, relatively low landprizes and the expectation that

concentration of spatial and economic development will preserve the rural areas in between from pressure of

urbanisation and traffic.

 �Die schwerpun ktmäßige Konzentration der we iteren Siedlungsentwicklung auf Achsen insbe sondere

sch ienen gebundener Reg ional-  und N ahverke hrss yste me u nter B eachtun g der  ökolo gischen  Situa tion s iche rt die

Lebensqualität der bebauten Umwelt und führt zu möglichst weit gehender Schonung der Freiflächen und

natürliche n Lebe nsgrun dlagen b ei der Ra umnu tzung. �

(Landesentwicklungsplan Hessen 2000, p.9)

On the other side is acknowledged that the success of a corridor (leading to higher landprizes, increase of traffic,

enclosure of infrastructure with sound-barriers etc.) can undo these advantages.

Praxis; Actual spatial development -  Kämpf  um den Raum.

In his article  �whatever happened to urbanism � Rem Koolhaas sharply describes the immanent spatial processes

that take  place in the  (network )city. 

 �The professionals of the city are like chess players who lose to computers. A perverse automatic pilot

constantly outwits all attempts at capturing the city, exhausts all ambitions of its definition, ridicules the

most passionate assertions of its present failure and future impossibility, steers it implacably further on

its flight forward . Each d isaster fore told is som ehow a bsorbe d unde r the infinite blank eting of the u rban. �  

(Koolhaas, 1995)

Dom inance o f Frankfu rt

Desp ite attem pts to spr ead ec onom ic and sp atial develop men t (the goal o f  �Ausgle ich � or  �Gleichw ertigkeit �

mentioned earlier) in the Hessen and the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region, Frankfurt and its immediate surroundings

still attract most of the econo-spatial dynamics.

This dynamic takes place by movements of de- and reterritorialisation. Innerurban spaces that have been used

by the secondary sector (industrial sites, harbors etc)  are now converted into spaces for housing and offices.

Spaces on the urban fringe of Frankfurt, mainly along infra structural lines, that have been used for agriculture or

forestry are likewise converted into sites for housing and offices. The latter happens mainly in the north of

Frank furt and in th e easte rn and w estern n eighbou ring mu nicipalities of fra nkfurt. 

Many of the in the regionalplan appointed spaces for housing and commerce in existing siedlungen face a much

lower econo-spatial dynamic and are currently not used.

The locations outside the city of frankfurt with substantial spatial development are the ones with a strong relation

with existing infrastructure, mainly the high- and motorways and railconnections.

Lack of power of the PFVRM

Inspite of the apparently democratic  �something for all � character of the Regionalplan and the related

Flachennutzungsplan there is criticism on the lack of power to control the obstinate development of municipalities

and cities in the region. Difficulty thereby is the expectation of voluntary cooperation and the distrust towards

Frankfurt as dom inant spatial and economic centre of the region. Th e architecture-critic Manuel Cuadra observe

an attrac tion of the s mall, bu t notably agg ressive a cting m unicipalities n earby the lar ger cities:  

 � [starke ] anziehungskraft der kleinen, aber außerordentlich aggresiv agierenden Kommunen in der

Umg ebung  der Gro ßstädte  � (RheinM ainReg ionale, 200 0, p.24). 

Cuad ra also no tices a cu rrent lack  of political will to stee r, to regulate ,  the develo pme nt of the re gion. 

  �Leider feh lt im Rheim -Main-G ebiedt bis h eute der p olitische W ille, die Entwick lung der R egion zu

steuern. � (RheinM ainReg ionale, 200 0,p.24).  
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Along other means the municipalities try to attract or keep companies and population by competing on tax-

benefits, landprizes and connectability. Cuadra spreaks of a struggle for space, that also involves a struggle for

air, qu ietness and  �harm ony �.

 �Mit dem  Kamp f um Ra um, de r sich vor  allem im g ewerb ebau a usdruc kt, ist auch  ein Kam pf um L uft,

um Ruhe und Harmonie verbunden �. (RheinMainRegionale, 2000, p.26)

Also Werner Heinz concludes in his Major Cities and their Peripheries; Frankfurt and the Frankfurt Region a lack

of control on spatial developments.  

 � Unlike in planning and investigative matters, the UVF [PvFRM] has little potential for implementation or

enfo rcem ent, s ince  narro w lim its are  set by es tablished  local in teres ts. Th is is pa rticula rly ev ident  in

relation to the  provision  of public se rvices (s upraloca l water su pplies, sew age disp osal). De spite its

statutory  mand ate, the U nion is una ble to act, be cause  the Ge meinde n refuse  to transfer  these du ties to

it and it has no means of penalizing this behaviour. � (Heinz, 1995)

East-west and North south connections

Two major types of corridors can be distinguished in the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region

East-West connections: These are mainly the large traffic routes that go to and pass by the region. These

concern mainly the new ICE and traditional railway connections and tho parallel highways (A66 and A3). The A66

trave rses  the c ity of Fr ank furt. T he A3 pas ses  on the sou th of F rank furt a nd co nnects to  the IC E highspeed  rail

connection and the Frank furt Airport. Rail connections make this sam e movem ent; one main conne ction enters

te city, th e other (IC E) co nnects to  the a irpor t on th e sou th of F rank furt. O n this  access  the lar ger m ultina tiona ls

concentrate both industrial (like the Opel car factories and chemical plants in Höchst between Frankfurt and

Mainz) and postindustrial office-locations.

North-South connections: in the north-south direction of the region also some large rail and road connections

entering and passing by the region are present. Besides these there are some older more or less regional

connections (both road and rail)  that have gained importance through the years.  Along these connections -since

the con struction o f the railways  about a 1 00 years  ago-  there  a strong  proces s of urba nisation is n otable. O n

these north-south aces mainly smaller (regional and national) companies and distribution-centres are located .

Visual striation of space

Spatially/aesth etically  �striation � seem s an im portant m etaphor  in the region  becau se of all so rts of m eans to

diminish  �visual �- and sound pollution. These means convert the highway landscape more and more into a 1-

dimensional space; a striation in the landscape. With trees, sound-screens and walls, differences of height etc.

the main rail- and road connections change into space where vision is restricted to the front and the rear (images

16 and 17).  This is one of the aspects where a corridor loses part of its attractiveness due to its own success.

Both functional and aesthetical solutions will have to be developed for this.

Also the protection zones along power-lines and airports (noise-contour) result in a spatial striation of the

landscape, this becomes more and more evident when the density of a region increases. The Regionalplan

Südhessen developed a policy to bundle infrastructure -including data- and energytransport- along existing high-

and motorwa ys for reasons of efficiency and landscape prese rvation between these lines (image 18).

Manuel Cuadra mentions as disadvantage of this policy that the infrastructure becomes very dominant in the

landscape. This dominance can be regarded as a  �coding � of the landscape. Especially the impressive ICE

railway together with the new station near the Frankfurt Airport can be seen as a coding, as expression, of the

dynamics of the region.

De- and reterritorialisation

Developments in ICT and transportation sectors have resulted in a deterritorialisation of production (of

knowledge/information and goods). On het other hand the territory, and State and governments, still play an

important role. The Germ an  �Standortpolitik � (Location politics) focusses on optimalisation of locational factors

instead o f (me rely) com peting on  financial as pects (ta xes, wa ges etc .)

Features of the territory that contribute to settlement , to territorialisation, of companies are can be categorised 

as  �weak � and  �strong � factors.

Strong factors: connectability (infrastructure), presence of and (educated) workforce, presence of costumers and

cooperative companies, possibilities of face-to-face contacts, etc.

Weak factors; image, quality of life (housing, recreation, culture, nature), taxes and environmental regulations,

etc.



17

A signifying example of these strong and weak locationfactors is how the city of Russelheim presents itself as

 �located in the centre of one of the economically strongest region of Germany. Modest taxes, presence of new

space for com panies and efficient meetingplaces ch aracterize the city. Hard and weak  location factors give

Russ elheim  a good p osition com pared to  other cities in th e region �.; 

 �Standort Rüsselsheim - zentral gelegen, in einer der wirtschafts- stärksten Regionen Deutschlands.

Maßv olle Steue rpolitik, die Aus weisun g neue r Gew erbefläch en und  effiziente Bera tungsa ngebo te

zeichnen die Stadt aus. Harte und we iche Standortfaktoren positionieren Rüsselsheim im W ettbewerb

mit ande ren Städ ten der R egion. �  (www.stadt-ruesselsheim.de)

Not only cities along the main infrastructures in the region present themselves this way. Also commercial real

estate is p rom oted with th ese arg ume nts. 

Deterritorialisation often is followed by a movement of reterritorialisation. The postmodernisation of production

changes the structure of companies and the locational features these companies need. The productive sector

disappears o r mo ves to  othe r part s of th e reg ion or  othe r cou ntries .  In the  Fran kfu rt Rh ein M ain R egion  this

mov eme nt can be  seen a t the harbo rs, the indu strial sites an d the shu nting-yards  in (the prox imity of) the c ity. 

Here d eterritorialisation  is followed b y a strong m ovem ent of reter ritorialisation by ho using an d offices .  

Other urban locations where this movements in Frankfurt take place are cityparks and other recreational sites,

such as the Rebstockpark or allotmentgarderns in Niederrad (images 19 and 20)

This  corresponds with  Dele uzes  notion of  �relativ e deterrito rialista ion � when follo wed  by a re terro rialisa tion by a

dom inant (m ajor) forc e. (Deleu ze, 1994 p 510). 

A third type of territory that increasingly gets reterritorialized in the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region are the US

military bases that get dismantled.

Both developments - the relative footlooseness or flexibility of people and companies, and the transition of the

territory- contrib ute to the s trong sp atial dynam ic of the reg ion. 

The secondary sector (production and distribution/transportation) keeps moving out of the regions cities towards

the periphery of the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region where landprizes are lower and connectability better. The

Cargo-City Sud close to the airport, rail- and roadtransport is a good example of this. Also a lot of companies

move(d)  their production to former East Germany and other countries east of Germany because of lower wages

over there.

The new space this movement provides in the urban centres of the region gets mainly filled with offices. The

number of employers per m2 in offices is larger than in factories or distribution areas. This results in a substantial

densifica tion of thes e cities and  a strong  growth o f car traffic a nd nee d for pub lic transpo rt. 

Deterritorialisation of the population

Closely connected with the in previous paragraph mentioned movements of deterritorialisaion and

reterritorialisation of companies are aspects of  �sedentarism � and  �nomadism � of the users/inhabitants of the

region.

Michael Mönninger distinguishes in Last Exit Downtown (1994) two types of contemporary citydwellers/- users.

 " The tourist; recreative users from  �outside �, mainly the  �suburban � inhabitants of the region.

 " De nomadic urban professional; high-educated staff of multinationals that live in a certain place of work for a

short period of time.

 �Die Oberschicht  hat sich auf die Feldherrenhügel des Taunus Zurückgezogen. Die Menschen

benutzen die Stadt tagsüber wie Touristen und verschwinden abents in tausend Winkeln. Das neue

Heer d er <<urb an profe ssionals >> aus  aller We lt hat das V erschle ißtemp o noch  gesteige rt:

hockqualifiziert e Elegan ts, die  in volla usgestte ten C itz_ap partm ents  Qua rtier nehm en, kurzze itig die

Kunst- und Konsumnachfrage steigern und plötzlich wieder and andere Wirtschafsplätze abberufen

werde n. �  (Mönninger, 1994, p.42).

Monn inger m entions tw o  �upperc lass � types of no mad ic citydwellers/-u sers. 

Negri en  Hardt on  the other h and co ncentra te on the e xistence  of a nom adic und erclass .   

 " The nomadic working class  �As early as the nineteenth century, proletarians where recognized as the

nom ads  of the  capit alist w orld  � (Empire 217, also Deleuze, 1994  558).
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 " The  asylum seeker,  the re fuge e, the   �illegal �.  �Mobility and mass worker nomadism always express a refusal

and a search for libaration: the resistance against the horrible condions of exploitation and the search for

freedom and new conditions of life � (Empire 212)

Both types of  �urban nomads �, the upper class (tourist (commuter) en urban professional) and the lower class

(worker and  �alien �) are important for the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region. The past decades a movement of

suburbanisation has taken place in which mainly the high income groups moved out of the cities of the region

towards the fringe of the green Taunus area north of Frankfurt. These people mainly still work in the cities of the

region, particularly Frankfurt, and still absorb the cultural, educative and other services of the cities.

On the other hand also a -forced- suburbanisation of lower income groups has taken place. Among others by

relocation in the  �sixties to newtowns in the region like Eschborn and Dieburg.

Recent suburbanisation takes a.o. place in the northern fringe of Frankfurt, in towns like Heddersheim, Kalbach

and Preungesheim. Outside the municipal boundaries of Frankfurt population growth takes place where both the

connections to highway and rail-transportation and a forest/rural landscape is available. This are the  �borders � of

the corridor; co nnected  to an  urba nized  trans porta tion-a xe an d the   �hinte rland  �.   Mun icipalit ies lik e Bad Vilbel,

Nidderr au, Bad  Hom burg, Flo rsheim  and Ra unheim . 

Large urban centres in the region like Frankfurt, Russelheim, Hannau etc. have seen their population drop with 1

or 2% in the last 5 years.

Hard and weak location factors.

Besides hard location factors to attract and keep companies and inhabitant in the region, such as infrastructure,

also weak location factors for this purpose gain importance. By expressing and developing  �weak location factors �

regions like the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region try to promote and improve the  �quality of life � and the image of the

region for companies and inhabitants.

Policy for this mainly concentrates on the development of the (recreational) landscape, culture and education.

The Regionalpark Rhein Main, a recreative and ecological network through the region, mainly in the proximity of

Frank furt is an ex amp le of this enh ancem ent of land scape  quality and re creative p ossibilities of th e region.  

The p opulation o f the Fran kfurt R hein Ma in region is h ighly  �nom adic �. 

The number of people travelling from the region to work in Frankfurt every day is little over 318.000 (image

22),which is 64,6 % of the number of jobs in Frankfurt (492.000 =  ¼ of the employability in the region) and 50

percent of the population of Frankfurt (641.000). This is the largest quotient of  �commuters to � of German cities

(ABF Actuell, 19/02/02, Landesarbeitsam t Hessen).

These employers mainly come from the municipalities of Main-Taunus (32.500), Offenbach (32.000), Main-

Kinzig  (30.5 00), W etterau (2 5.00 0),  Hoch taun us (2 4.50 0) an d  Groß-G erau  (20.5 00). O nly !S of the  jobs  in

Frankfurt is taken by inhabitants of Frankfurt and this percentage is steadily dropping; in the early  �nineties it was

still 40%. The second largest  �Einpenlerzentrum �, urban centre that attracts commuters to work, is Wiesbaden.

Of the 121.500 jobs more than 50% (62.500) are taken by people that live outside Wiesbaden. Third in the region

is Darmstadt with 87.500 jobs and 68,2% of commuters.

Mobility of employers is strongly connected to their level of education. Mainly the high educated inhabitants of the

region comm ute (over !S of the people commuting to Frankfurt have an academic degree). The number of

people travelling out of Frankfurt for work is 58.000, mainly working in the secondary sector originally located

outside F rankfu rt, or displac ed over  the last dec ades. 

20,7%  of the pop ulation in 6 larg er urban  centres  of the regio n (Asc haffen burg, D arm stadt, Fra nkfurt, M ainz,

Offenbach and Wiesbaden) the region comes from abroad.

The city of Frankfurt houses a va st number of foreign co mpanies (T able next page).
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 Foreign Bu siness Com munity 

 Foreign inhabitants in Frankfurt region from 

USA

Gre at Brit ain

France

Japan

Kore a Re pub lic

China 

20,338 

12,614 

12,276 

4,086  

3,906 

3,104

Foreign companies in Frankfurt region from 

USA
Great Britain
Japan
China 
France 
Korea Republic
Consulates

 75020020015013050000 

 Foreign chambers and trade missions 59 

 Foreign  banks  in Frank furt 196 

Tourist offices of foreign countries 54 

Source: Industrie- und Handelskammer Hessen

Recent developments
Finally some (contemporary) urban/architectural projects are described that can be distinguished as part of

corridor d evelopm ent in the re gion. 

Many of the new housing and commerce projects that are realized in the region are located in th  �armpits � or

crossings of existing large scale infrastructure (highways and m otorways), for example Riedbe rg (image 25).

New comm ercial locations, mainly business- or brainparks are also  �located along the lines � of these

infrastruc tures, for e xam ple  �Buros tadt Blaue r See � along the A 60 (im age 24 ). 

Riedbe rg

Riedberg is a development-project replacing agricultural ground by housing for 15.000 people (6.000 houses on

266HA) on the north of Frankfurt in the armpit of the A661 and A5. This new development also houses and

expan sion of the  university of F rankfu rt (for ca. 80 00 stude nts). 

The development is situated approximately 10km. from the centre of Frankfurt. The development is promoted as

a post-u rban loca tion; living in the  �green �, near the c ity. 

 �Im Grü en und  trotzdem  citynah w ohnen . �  

www.riedberg-ffm.de

The housing mainly consists of 2 layered rowhousing and 3 or 4 stock apartments. To enhance the connect

ability a new highway-exit will be made as well as a new connection to the  �Stadtbahn � lightrail system.

Riedberg is part of a larger project so densify the space between the A 661 and A5. Other de velopments that are

part of this project are Kalbach en Nieder-Esch bach (image 26 ).

Rebstock(park)

This development is enclosed by the A5 (north-south connection) en A646 (east-west connection). The

development mainly consists of the (to be) demolished shuntingyard next to the Europavierteil (downtown office

location). In W orldwar II R ebstoc k was  a military airfield. A fter the wa r this area is  transfor med  into a park  with

sports- and swimmingfacilities. The park now gets deterritorialized and reterritorialized as new urban district of

Frankfurt, program med with housing, offices, the new M esseparkhau s (part of the Frankfurt Mess e (fairs centre))

and a restructuring of the park. The masterplan is made by the architect Peter Eisenman and inspired by the

concept of  �The Fold � of Deleuze. (image 27)
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The  plan p rovid es ho using for  5.500 peo ple an d 4.500 of fice-j obs . A ne w connection  to the  Fran kfu rt lightr ail

system will be established.

Burostadt Eschborn (Süd)

Eschb orn is m ainly a so-ca lled Büros tadt, a bus iness city. 

The p opulation o f Esch born is 19 .400 peo ple (2000 ). Betwee n 1987  and 200 0 the num bers of jo bs grew  with

350% from 8.700 to over 30.300.  Typical for this kind of Bürostädte is the amount of commuters both to and

from the city. 95% of the jobs (28.200) is taken by commuters to Eschborn while 74% of the working population

of Eschborn com mutes to other cities/municipalities. This has mainly to do with the orientation on the secondary

sector of the Eschborn population and the amount of offices settling in Eschborn.

Eschborn is located west of Frankfurt, in the crossing of the A5 en A66 Autobahnen. Eschborn contains ca.

720.000m2 of officespace, mainly used by electronics and fashion/clothing companies and public services. In the

triangle of the highways A646, A5E4 en de A66 a new development for officebuildings is planned. (image 28)

Eschborn could grow as popular location for companies because of its connectability, the low taxes it charges for

companies and relatively low rents for office-space. This mainly made Eschborn attractive for companies leaving

the m ore exp ensive a nd traffic-c onges ted city of Fra nkfurt. 

 

Manuel Cuadra describes by the smallness of the sites and the diversity of architectural stiles, shapes and

quality the already existing businesspark of Eschborn as example for the difficulty for municipalities to control

their architectural and urban design.

 �Kurios genug, macht genau dieser Kontrast Escchborn zu einem unverwechselbaren Dokument des

späten zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts. Eschborn dokumentiert die Fragmentierung des heutigen Lebens

und des Bewusstseits der Menschen, ihr enormes ökonomisches Potenzial wie ihre Schwierigkeit, den

Lebensraum im Sinne des eigenen 

Wohls zu gestalten � (Cuadra, 2002, p.26)

Rodgau

Rodgau takes an important position in the urbanized zone of the Bundesbahn B45. The B45 is next to the A5 and

A661 an important north-south axes in the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region. Rodgau is one of the clearest and most

densely bu ilt urba nized  zone s alon g infra struc ture ( corr idor develo pm ent) in  the re gion.  Nota ble ab out R odgau is

that not only company space but also hou sing is located very close to the highway. This results in an enclosure

of the highway with soundbarriers like screens and earthen walls. Rodgau is in the Flächennutzungsplan from

the Planungsverband Frankfurt Rhein Main appointed as one of the more important locations for new

settlem ents for c omp anies an d hous es. (im age 29 ). 

ICE Sta tion ne ar Fran kfurt Airp ort. 

The IC E (high s peed tra in) Station is loc ated betw een the p arallel mo torways A 4 and B 43, sou th of Fran kfurt.

The station is connected to the Frankfurt Airport by a footbridge or skywalk.  Since 1972 there has been an

underground railway station in the terminal of the airport. The new station also services the European ICE trains

and  crea tes a  mo re inte nsive  mix ture o f air-, r ail and  road traffic . The  -part ly still und er co nstru ction - ICE  statio n is

presen ted as U FO -  �Unbe grenste s Freizeit O bject � or  �Unlim ited Fun O bject � - a cons ump tion-spec tacle with

shops, cinema �s etc. (image 30)

This UFO building can be regarded as a postmodern alternative for the Main Taunus Zenter. The MTZ is a

project with shops, cinema �s, restaurants etc. that was build in the  �sixties (and restyled in 2001) along the A66

Highway near Höchst (between Frankfurt and Wiesbaden). The MTZ was one of the first suburban

 �Eink aufze ntren  � (large  cons um ptioncen tres)  in Ge rmany.

The proximity of the airport and the restrictions to protect the nearby forest have till now prevented much other

building-activities on the site. The extensions of the Airport are mainly aimed on densification (also made

possible  by the retrea ting US a rmy un its) and by gr owth tow ards the  south; the  Cargo  City. 

Conclusion
Due to changes in technology and associated changes in organisation of society and space a new context for

planning is created. While conservative elements of urban planning and design (compact cities in a rural

countryside) in Germany and the Frankfurt Rhein Main Region are still part of the ruling concepts, these

concepts also have adapted the notion of a more dynamic urban landscape and the emergence of networkcities.

On th e diff eren t levels  of sp atial p lannin g in G erm any dif feren t concep ts are  used  that n ot necessarily
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correspond  to oth er levels. M ost notab le the reby is  the denial o f cor ridor  deve lopm ent by the re giona l plann ing in

the Frankfurt RM Region. Spatial dynamic in this region is supposed to be disperse but concentrates along the

ma jor no rth-s outh  and e ast-w est c orridors; a long the m ain inf rastr uctu res a nd in th e unt il so fa r not u sed  spac e in

the c ross ings  and a rmpits o f thes e infra struc tures . On the oth er ha nd the urb an ne twork  in the r egion  still is

dominated by Frankfurt which maintains its economic dominance (city of control) by a constant movement of de-

and reterritorialisation.
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